More than Gold Prayer points February 2012

A Time to Shine – 
a call to prayer for our communities and Nations

LET’S PRAY FOR:

Planning  

The More than Gold Torch Relay Programme Team. They are co-ordinating and  planning how best to serve this 70 day journey of the Olympic Torch. We are inviting churches to serve their local councils, give hospitality, host community parties etc. Pray for the planning and for the identification of key leaders in each of the 70 cities/towns who will host an evening celebration (organised by the London Organising Committee); and  for all the logistics involved with the praise bus
 and other initiatives that will be linking in.
The More than Gold Prayer Programme Team. They are planning for a 70 day cascade of prayer to take place alongside of (but completely separate from) the Olympic torch relay. Pray for clear communication as we invite churches along the route to take part; wisdom as we plan how to share the stories on website, facebook and twitter. Pray with us for every place to be prayed for across British Isles in these 70 days. Pray for United Christian Broadcasters as they complete final design for a Time to Shine Prayer Poster which will be available to churches so we can all pray through the 70 days.
Locally, pray for what is being planned in your church, in your area in response to the mission opportunities either with The Jubilee Lunch
 or with Torch Relay or Olympic/Paralympic Games and pray for those taking leadership roles

People

The More Than Gold Get Set tour visits 17 locations over next 3 months. Pray for those on 25 February in Reading and Cardiff. Pray for the publicity to be effective in getting people to come from a wide area, for those who come to be equipped and inspired to help their churches make the most of all the mission opportunities in 2012. .

Games Pastors: pray with us for people to offer to serve as Games Pastors during the Games; and for those already signed up attending the training days held within the Get Set Tour.
Athlete Family Homestay: pray with us for more Christians to offer their homes so athletes family members from overseas nations can travel to see them compete.
Competitors – adopt an prospective GB team athlete who lives/trains locally to you in prayer. and start to pray for them in their journey towards the Games. 
Places

Local places. Discover where the sports centres, sports facilities, parks are in your area, anywhere where people gather to play sport. Pray for the teams, the staff and those who compete.
Olympic Park. As the London Organising Committee start to plan test events in the Olympic Park at Stratford pray that all will go smoothly and they will be able to discover any weaknesses in their security, entrance and exit plans.

Presence

Plan to prayer walk your street or prayer drive through one of the local communities

praying for God’s light to shine through the lives and witness of His people in your area

Resources
Pray that these two new resources will provide churches with the ideas they need to pray and engage:

Traidcraft – Event Pack for Churches – ideas and resources to make the most of the 2012 Games and its Torch Relay

More than Gold Churches Prayer Guide - to get your church praying for the Games  which includes sections on: 

· building regular prayer for the Games into your church’s prayer life; 

· what does the bible say about praying for a major sporting event; 

· ways to pray for the Games in a church service,

· planning a Game prayer meeting ; 

· how to involve children and sports groups; 

· planning a Games prayer walk and 

· a selection of written and responsive prayers
Father, Creator of light, you shine over us in blessing and power,
Jesus, Light of the World, you shine as the Word of Life to guide us,
Spirit, fiery presence of God, you shine on us to bring hope and boldness.
As this new month dawns, with all its potential and possibilities,

We invite you to shine in our lives, in our communities and in this nation,
That all will see the light of your glory and discover your unfailing love.
Amen. 
Adapted from Shine in the New Year Resources, More than Gold 2011
www.morethangold.org.uk
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